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REMARKS 

Claims 1-27 are pending. 

The Ejtaminer asserts tiiat the present application includes three independent 
and distinct inventions, namely the mventions of: Group I - claims 1-21 and 27; 
Group n - claim 22; and Group IH claims 23-26, and that restriction to one Group is 
required. 

in response thereto, the Applicant elects Group L Further, Claims 22 and 23 
have been amended to depend on claim 1 and 4, respectively. Claims 22-26 therefore 
form part of Group I, and are also elected for consideration. 

The Examiner further requests an election of species, between 

"Specie I-A - Methods as set forth in Groups I, H and HI, wherein candidate 
model is a Cox proportional hazard and regression model" 

^'Specie I-B Methods as set forth in Groups I, n and m, wherein candidate 
model is a disease risk jRmcrion of *e form as indicated in claim 1 1'* 

"Specie I-C Methods as set forth in Groups I, n and m, wherein candidate 
model is neither a disease risk function nor a Cox proportional hazard and 
regression model" 

and between 

"Specie H-A Methods as set forth in Groups I, U and m, wherein said set of 
characteristics comprises non-genetic factors." 

"Specie II-B Methods as set forth in Groups I, n and m, wherein said set of 
characteristics comprises genetic fectors." 
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The applicant respectfully submits that a requirement for election between 
Specie I-A. Specie I-B and Specie H-A and Specie H-B is improper. Specifically, 
MPEP 806.04 sets out fhe requirements for restriction/election of species 

"Where two or more species are claimed, a requirement for restriction to a 
single species may te proper if the species are mutually exclusive.< Claims ** 
to different species **>aiB mutually exclusive if< one claim recites limitations 
**>disclosed for< a first species but not * a second, while a second clann 
recites limitations disclosed only for the second species and not the first This 
**>may also be< expressed by saying that >to require restriction between 
claims limited to species, the< claims ** must not overlap in scope<" 

As claimed, however, Specie I-A and Specie I-B are not mutually exclusive. 
Instead a Cox proportional hazard and regression model (Specie I-A) may have the 
form as indicated in claim 1 1 (Specie I-B). A Cox proportional hazard and regression 
model, may have the form set out in claim 1 1 , with a specific li(a), as for wcample 
detailed in paragraph [0005] of the present application. 

Similarly, Specie H-A and Specie E-B are not mutually exclusive. 
Specifically, as tfie word "comprises" means "inchides but is not limited to", the set of 
characteristics may comprise genetic factors (Specie R-A), non-genetic fkctors 
(Specie r-A) or a combination of the two (Specie I-A and Specie H-A). This is 
apparent from claim 14. 

Thus, as Species I-A and I-B and Species H-A and II-B overlap, ©lection 
between them is improper. 

Applicant accordingly elects Species I-A and Species I-B; and Species H-A 
and Species II-B, and claims 1-27 ftiat read fliereon. 
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Alternatively, if the above submissions are not accepted, applicant 
provisioJialiy elects Specie I-A and Specie II-A and claims 1-10, 12-15,17-27 that 
read thereon. 

No new matter has been added by this amendment. 

In view of the foregoing, favourable consideration of the application is 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
DDSrSMORE & SHOHL, LLP 
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